
and co-occurring disorders 

population, as well as gen-

eral census data.   

Inside this issue of our 

newsletter, you will find 

step-by-step instructions 

on how to navigate though 

our site to fully take advan-

tage of the resources it has 

to offer.  Also, we welcome 

any suggestions or addi-

tional documents that 

would add to our resource 

library.  Please stop by and 

take a look.      

The CJMHSA Technical 

Assistance Center is proud 

to announce the launch of 

our newly re-designed 

website: 

www.floridatac.org .  

Our goal in developing this 

new site was and is to pro-

vide a user-friendly inter-

face with valuable and up-

to-date information, re-

sources, and research ad-

vancements that are of 

interest to the criminal jus-

tice, mental health, and 

substance abuse commu-

nity.  

From this site, consumers 

will be able to find a com-

prehensive document li-

brary covering a number of 

topics, including: Florida, 

National, and International 

Resources, State Reports, 

Evidence-Based Practices, 

Gender Issues, Program 

Evaluation, and more.  Addi-

tionally, there is a web 

resources section with 

a list of links to other 

helpful websites and 

information. 

One of the featured 

additions to the new 

site  is the Florida 

County data map.  This in-

teractive map allows con-

sumers to access data for 

any county, judicial circuit, in 

the state of Florida.  This 

map can be accessed from 

any page on the website.  It 

provides data on the mental 

health, substance abuse, 

New TA Center Website Launches! 

DCF Grantee County Semi-Annual Report  
Just a reminder that 

grantee county semi-

annual reports are due 

soon.   

It may be helpful to go 

back to your county grant 

application to assist in 

meeting the requirements 

of the report.  Additionally, 

the financial report tem-

plate is required as part of 

the report. 

This report should serve as 

a benchmark as to where 

you are at in your grant 

proposals and provide the 

state with a report of the 

great successes and 

achievement you all have 

made.  Keep up the good 

work!   

For more information about 

your upcoming semi-

annual report, please con-

tact your grant manager.         
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Upcoming Events:  

National Commission on 
Correctional Health Care ï 
National Conference on 
Correctional Health Care, 
Chicago, ILðOct. 18-22, 
2008 

NAMI Georgia ï National 
CIT Conference, Atlanta, 
GAðNov. 4-6, 2008 

The Florida Council for 
Community Mental Health 
(FCCMH) and the Florida 
Psychiatric Rehabilitation 
Association (FLAPRA) - 
Solutions for a Healthy 
FloridaðRescheduled for 
Nov. 5-7, 2008, Naples, FL 

NIH 2nd Annual Confer-

ence on  the Science of 
Dissemination and Imple-
mentation: Building Re-
search Capacity to Bridge 
the Gap from Science to 
ServiceðJanuary 28-29, 
2009, Bethesda, Maryland  

19th Annual State Mental 
Health Services Confer-
enceð-April 14-16, 2009 in 
Washington, D.C. ðCall for 
Papers Due: Oct. 31, 2008. 
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Florida County Data 

The Florida County data can 

be located on any of our web 

pages.  From the homepage, 

there is an icon at the top, as 

well as a map that links to 

the data.  This map of Flor-

ida is what you will find on 

the other pages.  After click-

ing on this link, you have a 

number of options: 1) Indi-

vidual County data (County 

by County Map) 2) Judicial 

Circuit data (A Summation of 

all the counties within that 

circuit) 3) Grant Specific 

County Map (Allows you to 

view and select counties by 

planning, implementation, or 

non-grantee county) and 4) 

Build Your Own Map (Allows 

you to select up to 3 coun-

ties for side-by-side compari-

son or summary and select a 

specific year(s) ).   

Once you have clicked on a 

specific map, you can hover 

over the counties and judi-

cial districts to view the 

name or there is a drop-

down menu to the left where 

you can select a county.  

You will also be able to 

choose from a drop-down 

menu for a particular fiscal 

year.   

After you have found the 

data needed, you have the 

option to export it into excel 

or into a PDF for your own 

use. 

Web Resources 

Web links to the TA Centerôs 

partners and other 

helpful state, 

county and national 

organizations can 

be found under the 

web resources icon 

located on the 

homepage. 

Additionally, links to 

upcoming profes-

sional conferences 

and events, training and 

funding opportunities are 

listed on this page for easy 

and quick access to valuable 

information. 

Services and Training 

At this time, the services and 

training icon at the home-

page will take you to a list of 

services we provide and a 

description of how the TA 

Center can assist counties. 

In the future, this section will 

include information about 

mapping, data collection, 

and other types of consulta-

tion the TA Center can pro-

vide. 

We will be frequently updat-

ing the new site, so save us 

in your favorites!           

the address and distribute 

future e-mail messages to 

that address along with all 

the others on the list. When 

someone unsubscribes, the 

listserv simply removes the 

address. 

To send a message to the 

listserv, simply address an 

email to flta@fmhi.usf.edu 

and it will be distributed to 

everyone subscribed to the 

listserv.   

The TA Center has created 

a listserv to assist in facilitat-

ing communication among 

grantee counties and other 

partners of the CJMHSA 

Reinvestment Grant.   

A listserv, or list server, is a 

program that automatically 

sends messages to multiple 

e-mail addresses on a mail-

ing list. When someone sub-

scribes to a mailing list, the 

listserv will automatically add 

In order to join the listserv, 

simply e-mail Nicolette 

Springer at 

nspringer@fmhi.usf.edu and 

she will add you.  

We hope that everyone will 

take advantage of this quick 

and easy way to communi-

cate to all of the other 

grantee counties, as well as 

others interested in the 

CJMHSA Reinvestment 

Grant.    

Guide to the New CJMHSA TA Center Website 

Join our Listserv! 

CJMHSA  TA 
Center 
Newsletter 
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Our FL County data is available 
from any web page on our new 

site.  Simply click the map!  

You can find our new site at 

www.floridatac.org.  In order 

for you to utilize the re-

sources this site has to offer, 

we will guide you through 

some of the web pages by 

topics you may find helpful. 

Documents/Articles 

Starting at the homepage, 

click on Document Library 

located on the top row of 

icons.  The document library 

page allows you to select a 

category to view articles in a 

specific area or you can 

search by keywords (located 

on left side). 

mailto:flta@fmhi.usf.edu
mailto:nspringer@fmhi.usf.edu


Each issue, we will be fea-
turing a guest writer from 
one of our Florida agencies 
that will provide and answer 
a few of the frequently asked 
questions from the grantee 
counties. 
 
We are excited to have 
Michele Saunders, Execu-
tive Director of Partners in 
Crisis as our first guest 
writer. 
 
Q.  Will there be funding for 
next year?   
 
A.  It is uncertain if new 
funding will be allocated for 
next fiscal year.  Currently 
the legislature is funding $3 
million in recurring dollars 

and this money is being 
used to support the imple-
mentation grants.  Partners 
in Crisis and several stake-
holder groups are working 
with the Department of Chil-
dren and Families and oth-
ers to get at least another $1 
million in new funding.  This 
money would be used pri-
marily for those counties 
with planning grants. 
 
Q.  How can I help advocate 
for more funding? 
 
A.  The more counties with 
grant funding that get in-
volved with advocating with 
the legislature the bet-
ter.  Partners in Crisis en-
courages grantee counties 

to sign up as members.  This 
will get you on the email list 
for updated information and 
involved with participating in 
the various advocacy activi-
ties.  Partners is also asking 
each grantee county to en-
gage all the members of 
their planning group to be 
involved.  You can sign up to 
be a member of Partners at 
http://www.flpic.org/
membership-form.php  
 
Thank you, Michele, for your 
assistance.  Next month, will 
feature ...Jimmers Micallef 
from the Department of Chil-
dren and Families (DCF).   

partment of Children and 

Families, Robert Butterworth 

congratulated the counties 

for taking the initiative to 

address those in the com-

munity who are afflicted with 

mental illness and/or sub-

stance abuse disorders. 

Donald Murray, Senior Leg-

islative Director for Justice 

and Public Safety at the Na-

tional Association of Coun-

ties, discussed federal ef-

forts in the criminal justice/

mental health area. Dr. Ken-

neth Minkoff, a nationally 

known expert in co-occurring 

disorders, provided an over-

view of the Department of 

Children and Familiesô initia-

tive to assure that the identi-

fication and treatment of co-

occurring mental health and 

substance abuse disorders 

become part of every com-

munityôs array of services.   

Nicolette Springer and Diane 

Haynes from the TA Center 

presented topics regarding 

The first grantee county con-

ference held in Tampa, FL 

on July 24 & 25 proved a 

success with all 23 counties 

represented.  

Ellen Piekalkiewicz, Execu-

tive Director of the Florida 

Substance Abuse and Men-

tal Health began the confer-

ence by welcoming atten-

dees and emphasizing the 

important role of the coun-

ties in the reinvestment act. 

Dr. Fred Osher,  Director of 

Health Systems and Ser-

vices Policy at the Council of 

State Governments Justice 

Center presented on screen-

ing and assessment instru-

ments . Mark Engelhardt 

from FMHI spoke on plan-

ning and best practices in-

cluding cross-systems map-

ping.  Power point slides 

from each can be found on 

the  TA Center website 

(www.floridatac.org) in the 

document library .   

Former Secretary of the De-

data issues the grantee 

counties may encounter.   

The first day ended with 

break-out sessions, facilitat-

ing group discussion be-

tween county representa-

tives by planning and imple-

mentation. 

The second day of the con-

ference provided updates on 

the upcoming legislative 

session by representatives 

of a number of state agen-

cies.  Keynote speaker Sec-

retary Frank Peterman, Jr. of 

the Florida Department of 

Juvenile Justice discussed 

the Departmentôs support for 

county efforts, and  David 

Miller, the Chair of the Flor-

ida Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Corporation 

closed the conference.    

The conference provided an 

excellent opportunity for 

networking and another will 

be held in the future.    

Frequently Asked QuestionsñAnswered by Partners in Crisis 

Re-Cap of  the Grantee County Conference in Tampa, FL 
òThe first grantee 

county conference  

held in Tampa, FL on 

July 24 & 25 proved 

a success with all 23 

counties 

represented.ó 
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If you have any suggestions or 

information to post in the 

CJMHSA TA Center 

Newsletter please contact 

Jessica Mitchell at: 

13301 Bruce B. Downs Blvd. 

MHC 2722C 

Tampa, FL 33620 

Phone: 813-974-2998 

Fax: 813-974-9342 

E-mail: jmitchell@fmhi.usf.edu 

The Florida legislature designated the Louis de la Parte Florida Mental 

Health Institute (FMHI), as a site for the Criminal Justice, Mental Health, and 

Substance Abuse Technical Assistance Center. The Florida Mental Health 

Institute is a research and training center within the University of South 

Florida with a long history of collaborative relationships with state and local 

government. 

CJMHSA TA Center 
Louis de la Parte Florida Mental 

Health Institute at USF 

A County in the spotlightñAlachua County 

A note from the Director, John Petrila, of the TA Center 

Upcoming Events  

Data CollaborationñGuest Writer 

Sequential Intercept Mapping 

In our next issue... 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB! 

WWW.FLORIDATAC.ORG 

A Note from the Director, John Petrila, of  the TA Center 

grant program. We are also 

consulting to counties on infor-

mation sharing, including con-

sultation on HIPAA and confi-

dentiality laws. 

We hope you will take advan-

tage of our services. We also 

welcome your comments on 

the website or anything else 

related to the TA Center and 

the grant program. Finally, we 

hope you will take advantage of 

the new list-serve, described 

elsewhere in this newsletter. It 

will provide an opportunity to 

pose questions, share experi-

ences, and learn what other 

counties are doing.  

 

We look forward to hearing 

from you.  

 

The Technical Assistance Cen-

ter is working closely with 

many of the grantee counties. 

We have done strategic plan-

ning, including sequential inter-

cept mapping, with some coun-

ties. We are working with 

others to develop web-based 

data systems that can be used 

to follow individuals who enter 

a particular intervention cho-

sen by the county under the 

http://www.floridatac.org/pdf/Florida_Statutes_for_TA_Center.pdf

